
I N  F O C U S

Things to do 
with Flickr
(other than managing photos online)

PictoBrowser is an application 
that lets you display Flickr 
images on websites and blogs.

www.pictobrowser.com

FlickIt! is a simple program 
that generates thumbnail 
images of, by the looks of it, 
absolutely anything.

http://flickit.brinkster.net/

Bubblr enables you to create 
comic strip slideshows with 
speech bubbles using photos 
from Flickr.

www.pimpampum.net/bubblr/

Dubbed ‘photos in motion’, 
Gickr.com lets you create an 
animated GIF (a moving image) 
from a photo that can be posted 
on website or blogs, or used in 
presentations.

http://gickr.com

Send postcards of your favorite 
images with Flickr Postcards 
(requires a Yahoo Mail account).

http://ymail.unclehulka.com/
postcard/

GMiF lets you geotag Flickr 
photos (add geographical 
information) and then view 
where they were taken on 
Google Maps.

http://webdev.yuan.cc/gmif/

As the name suggests, Blow Up 
is a tool that allows images to be 
viewed full screen size.

http://blowup.
bondartsciencefair.com/

Flickr is a photographic phenomenon. But it’s about more than just storing and 
sharing photos. There’s a whole community of ideas and applications growing up 
around it. Here’s just a few.

Free watermark for your images

PicMarkr lets you to add an image or text watermark, allowing you to protect your copyrights or 
add comments to your photos. Simply upload your images, apply the watermark, and retrieve it. 
Incidentally, photos can be imported from and uploaded directly to Flickr.

http://picmarkr.com
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Our Pick

Type a word or phrase into Spell 
with Flickr and it will return a 
set of images spelling-out that 
word. The image can 
be copied and saved.

http://metaatem.net/words/

With so much information out there in cyberspace, sometimes 
it’s hard to know where to start. Here are a few websites you 
might like in your favourites folder.

If you have a resource 
you’d like to share, let 
us know and we’ll spread 
the word: comment@
interfacemagazine.co.nz

We use http://fizurl.com 
to shorten Web addresses.

news

Calling itself, ‘people’s media’, Allvoices is also 
a site that lets users share information, videos, 
images and opinions tied to news events – 
although it does include mainstream media 
feeds, as well. Search and navigate a news 
event by location and category.

allvoices.com

the natural 
world

What’s topical on Google News? 
LiteNews is a simple word cloud 
of the most frequently used 
words in Google News. There 
are different categories to 
choose from. Click on a word to 
go to the Google News articles 
on the topic.

fizurl.com/litenews

Developed by the Smithsonian 
Institution, Ocean Portal offers 
interactive resources designed 
to promote understanding, and 
stewardship of the world’s 
oceans. The Educators’ Corner 
has activities, lessons and other 
educational resources for 
teachers. 
ocean.si.edu

The aim of Rainforest SOS is to raise 
awareness about the importance of 
rainforests in stopping climate change. 
Created for teachers, the website 
includes a range of resources, such as 
lesson and project ideas, games and 
activities, and short videos. 

schools.rainforestsos.org
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Formerly ‘I Spot a Story’, 
Spotery is a user-edited social 
news site, so you get some 
interesting alternative angles 
on stories. Post your own links, 
follow other contributors, or 
check out a range of categories, 
like science, technology, world, 
and business.   
spotery.com

All web addresses are available under ‘links’ at www.interfaceonline.co.nz38 INTERFACEonline.co.nz

Wild Music demonstrates 
how the sound of wildlife and 
nature inspires the creation of 
music. Among many activities 
on the site, students can 
compose music from the 
sounds of nature or compare 
their own hearing to animals.

wildmusic.org

Geographical Media is a 
monitoring tool designed 
to make it easy to follow 
news stories. It shows and 
compares the topics and 
people that are featuring in 
news media in different 
parts of the world.

geographicalmedia.com



warkworth’s Upgrade: equipment  
and services

•	 Apple remote desktop

•	 Xserve 2.0G Hz Quad Xeon, 4X 1GB, 80GB, 2X 750GB

•	 Premium service and support plan for Xserve

•	 Apple keyboards

•	 750GB Serial ATA Apple Drive Module for Xserve

•	 iMac 17" 2.0GHz Intel Core 2 Duos

•	 �1GB PC2-5300 (667 MHz) DDR2 ECC FB-DIMM KIT  
(2 x 512MB)

•	 2GB PC2-5300 (667 MHz) DDR2 ECC FB-DIMM KIT (2 x 1GB)

•	 Back-up solution

•	 Switches (x5)

•	 Uninterrupted power supplies (x3)

•	 Installation of workstations

•	 Network installation and initial training

•	 Cableway xServe cabinet 18 RU

•	 Configuration of laptops
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Why did Lockie choose the computers and equipment he did? 

“The school already had Mac computers. The teachers were comfortable 
with them and I have found them to be more robust with the children. 
The programs are also better, especially the multi-media stuff, like 
iTunes, iMovie, iDVD and Comic Life. We spoke to a lot of people in 
education about what they had and then made our decision. We choose 
the iMacs based on what we will be using them for and on cost.”

There have been some teething problems such as making sure laptops 
are shut down from time to time so that they will synchronise their 
files with the server. But Year 6 teacher Donna Wech says it pays to 
have all the files centrally located. 

“Children are able to access their work from any computer in the 
school, as opposed to the computer they did their work on. Photos, 
images, video clips and templates only need to be loaded onto one 
computer instead of each one individually,” she said. 

The new server is also teaching the students a little computer etiquette. 

“They have had to become respectful about not going into other 
children’s folders from their room,” she added.

Year 5 teacher Mark Dalebrook says it’s nice knowing his laptop files 
are backed up on the server – and the students also appreciate the 
centralised system. 

“They think it is great that work they do in the ICT suite can be 
accessed from any computer in the school,” he said. “They are able to 
produce more work, are keen to share what they have produced and 
are proud of their work.” 

Lockie himself used to spend hours loading software onto individual 
computers. But now the server does that for him. 

“Any new machines that come onboard, I just plug them in, turn them 
on and press the ‘N’ key and it builds the image.” 

For now, Lockie’s a happy man and keen to keep the upgraded 
network in mint condition for as long as possible. 

“Once you invest so much money into it, you need to have appropriate 
systems for it to make sure you get value for money.” p

New SMS is a dream  
to work with
Eighteen months on from installing a new student 
management system (SMS), Baverstock Oaks’ Mary Wilson 
and Genee Crowley reflect on a job well done. 

Why wasn’t your existing SMS measuring up?

Wilson: In a nutshell what we had wasn’t working. We gave it 
every possible opportunity to succeed including staff training, 
staff expertise and time. We threw all resources at it and no 
matter what we did we kept on having the same hiccups, like 
data going into the wrong places or losing it altogether.

What were you looking for?

Wilson: Something that suited us, rather than us suiting it.  
I wanted something that was going to simplify things for 
teachers, rather than be a problem.

Why did you choose MUSAC?

Crowley: The school’s area of expertise is in learning and 
teaching, so we look to outsource those areas where we 
aren’t experts. Making an educated decision often means 
talking to informed people, like Edtech, who are in many 
schools. They know what schools need. After seeing their 
demonstration we came away satisfied that our expectations 
would be more than met.

How has Edtech performed?

Crowley: They’ve been great. We made the decision to go with 
MUSAC on Christmas Eve 2005 and they had the new system 
up and running for the start of Term 1, 2006. A large part of this 
implementation involved customising data-entry processes 
and reporting capabilities. Edtech met with the school 
management team at each step of the process.

What has been the key benefit?

Wilson: Probably report time. The way Edtech has designed 
the report format – using MUSAC ClassRoom Manager – 
teachers can choose a method for inputting data that suits them, 
be it directly into the report or via spreadsheets. Data is entered 
once and is then available in other parts of the system such as 
cumulative profiles and school-wide analysis.

It means our kids get 40 weeks’ quality teaching a year – not 
minus six weeks due to reports. Parents love it, too. They 
understand it and it tells them lots of information.

Anything else?

Wilson: Yes, student achievement. Using ClassRoom Manager 
I can pull data by ethnicity, cohort, room, year group, boy, girl, 
and it’s quick. We could highlight the kids that needed extra 
help and from that raise student achievement. The tables are 
fantastic. When it came to setting targets, it was all there.

Eighteen months on, what’s the verdict? 

Crowley: MUSAC continues to be a dream to work with. 
The hosted version is fantastic; I think it’s a great way to go 
at any school.

Wilson: It’s been money well spent. Our systems have 
improved hugely and that’s what we stand for – quality 
learning and teaching is at the heart of everything we do.  
If this helps drive it, say no more. p

c a s e  stu   d i e s

SCHOOL: Baverstock Oaks School, Auckland 
NUMBERS: 580 students; 40 staff 
SOLUTION: New MUSAC SMS hosted by Edtech;  
customised data-entry and reports 
WEBSITE: www.baverstock.school.nz
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science

words

Need a word that rhymes? 
Simply type in your word 
and Rhyme Brain will find 
words that sound similar.  
It can also offer alliterations 
and what it calls ‘insults’ 

– which look similar to 
Cockney Rhyming Slang. 

rhymebrain.com
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One Sentence is an 
experiment in brevity. The idea 
is to tell a story in the fewest 
number of words – or at least 
the best part of it. Even if you 
don’t use the site, writing a 
story in just one line could be a 
fun concept to explore in class. 

onesentence.org

Please remember to check the appropriateness of any online resources before using them in class. ISSUE 26  august 2010 39 

Calculator Soup is a list of 
online calculators. From basic 
to complex, they cover a range 
of specific functions from 
fractions, trigonometry and 
algebra, to finance, chemistry 
and statistics. Select, search  
or even request a calculator.

calculatorsoup.com

maths

ece

Microbial Life explores the world of bacteria. The 
site contains a variety of educational materials – 
including some fun-looking webquests – about 
microorganisms, the evolution of the microbial 
world, and our dependence on micro-organisms.
fizurl.com/microbial

Created as the online version 
of Popular Science magazine, 
Popsci offers a wealth of 
news, articles and 
commentary that’s easy to 
understand and search. 
Information is also organised 
in sections: gadgets, cars, 
science, technology, and DIY.
popsci.com

Brain Den looks like a great 
way to test your logic skills 
and have fun. There are  
riddles, puzzles, logic 
problems and games on a 
range of topics from 
geometry to algebra to 
paradoxes to optical illusions.

brainden.com

Looking for a way to bring literature 
into your maths lessons? Try 
Mathematics and Children’s 
Literature. It uses three famous 
children’s stories – A Light in the Attic, 
Counting on Frank, and How big is a 
foot? – to illustrate skills such as 
geometry, volume, and measurements. 
fizurl.com/mathslit

Unwords is a collection of words that 
people have made up, whether because 
there’s no associated word in the English 
language, or they think their word is 
better, or they didn’t know an actual one 
already existed. Whatever the reason, 
they don’t exist in dictionaries … not yet 
anyway.  unwords.com

Fun with Spot is a collection of online stories, interactive 
games, video clips, printable pages, all based on the 
popular books. You can also create your own Spot story 
and find out about the author. 
funwithspot.com/au/index.html

From The British Council, 
What’s That Noise 
requires users to solve a 
fairly simple puzzle, by 
dragging-and-dropping 
pieces. This opens up 
the story book where 
you have to identify 
animals and sounds.

fizurl.com/noise


